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In describing and praising his partner, Greg 

Gonzales, in 2008, Carrott told the local media 
that a good homicide detective must be in-
tensely curious, care deeply about others and 
pay great attention to detail. Those certainly 
are qualities Carrott brought to the job. 

Those qualities led to a nearly 90 percent 
case closure rate. But Carrott didn’t just pur-
sue criminals and bring them to justice. Along 
the way, he brought empathy to the victims 
and victims’ families, as well. 

When Detective Carrott was awarded the In-
vestigative Excellence Award for Cumulative 
Investigative Excellence in 2009 from the Cali-
fornia Commission on Police Officers Stand-
ards and Training’s Robert Presley Institute of 
Criminal Investigation, officials said in a state-
ment: ‘‘He believes an investigator’s job is not 
only to seek out the truth, but also to ensure 
that families touched by violence have a 
voice.’’ 

Jay’s dedication to the truth and the law are 
legendary. When a local community service 
organization refused to rescind the rental of its 
facility to the Hells Angels motorcycle gang, 
Jay quit the organization, saying his police 
badge meant more to him than membership in 
the club. 

But perhaps the best praise to Jay’s dedica-
tion comes from his daughter, Erin, who wrote 
this in 2007 as part of a school assignment 
after Detective Carrott was awarded the City 
of Simi Valley’s Meritorious Service Award: 

‘‘Weeks with no sleep, calls in the middle of 
the night, having to travel to places to search 
for things you aren’t even sure exist, and 
criminals who get away with it this is what my 
father faces on a daily basis.’’ 

Jay was also a member of the Department’s 
SWAT Team, a Range Master, and a member 
of the SES—Special Enforcement Section. 
Among the other awards he earned was 
SVPD Officer of the Year in 1991 and the 
SVPD Chiefs Award in 1998. Jay also taught 
at Moorpark College, where he earned an as-
sociate’s degree before earning a bachelor’s 
in business from University of Redlands. 

Aside from Erin, Jay and his wife, Amy, 
raised two sons, Joshua and Joseph, and 
have a grandson, Taylor. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 
in thanking Detective Jay Carrott for his serv-
ice to his community and country, and for his 
dedication to and passion for enforcing our 
laws, and wish him and Amy a long and 
happy retirement. 
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Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor an extraordinary group of 
young men and women who have been cho-
sen as future leaders in our armed forces by 
the prestigious United States service acad-
emies. It is a privilege to send such a fine 
group from the Third District of Texas to pur-
sue a world-class education and serve our Na-
tion. 

As we keep them and their families in our 
prayers, may we never forget the sacrifices 
they are preparing to make while defending 

our freedoms all across the globe. I am so 
proud of each one. God bless them and God 
bless America. 

Today I salute Amanda Rigsby, a United 
States Merchant Marine Academy Appointee. 
Amanda is a graduate of Plano East Senior 
High School in 2010 where she was active in 
varsity and select soccer. Amanda was in-
volved in Plano Youth Ambassadors as a co- 
leader, Spanish Club, and Mock Trial as a wit-
ness roll, where she earned an award for best 
witness. She excelled academically in the 
International Baccalaureate Program and a 
member of the National Honor Society. She 
spent the last year at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity on a full scholarship and decided to 
change courses and apply to the U.S. Mer-
chant Marine Academy. Amanda is a well 
rounded young woman who has dreams to 
pursue an international career, to help people, 
and to make a difference. She recently stated, 
‘‘I appreciate my service obligations as oppor-
tunities as a Merchant Marine following grad-
uation and embrace not only military service 
but also the maritime industry.’’ 
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Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mourn the passing and honor the life of Wil-
liam P. Powers. Bill, a long-time resident of 
Niantic, Connecticut, passed away peacefully 
on May 29, 2011. Bill’s desire to give back to 
his country and community was without 
bounds. We are fortunate that he chose to 
spend his life protecting our nation, teaching 
our young people, and working tirelessly to 
ensure a good life for the people around him. 

Following the death of their father, Bill and 
his brother were raised in New Haven by their 
mother and her extended family. After grad-
uating from high school, Bill went to work at 
High Standard Manufacturing Co., which made 
deep hole drills, and eventually .22 caliber pis-
tols and repeating rifles, during World War II. 

Bill’s impressive work ethic, revealed at a 
young age, afforded him a life full of rich and 
diverse experiences. In New Haven, he bused 
tables of Yale’s famous Berkely College dining 
hall, delivered telegraphs for Western Union 
on his bicycle, and even worked a mainte-
nance job for the city’s railroad. When war 
erupted and gripped the nation, Bill enlisted in 
the U.S. Navy. When his number was called 
up in October of 1942, he trained as a pilot, 
flying the well-known ‘‘Privateer’’ patrol bomb-
er. He was stationed in Kearney, California. 

When the war ended, Bill enrolled at Colum-
bia University on the GI Bill. He kept himself 
busy as a student and worked as a waiter at 
the Drake Hotel, where he crossed paths with 
famous singers and songwriters like Frank Si-
natra and Cole Porter. 

Education was a lifelong passion and pur-
suit for Bill. After graduating from Columbia, 
he took a job back in Connecticut, this time in 
East Lyme’s Niantic village where he would 
live for nearly 60 years. He served as principal 
of the Flanders, Niantic Center, and Great 
Neck schools in eastern Connecticut. He knew 

not only the name of every student in his 
schools, but also an interesting fact about 
each one of them. While ensuring that his stu-
dents had a safe and productive place to 
learn, Bill pursued more education of his own, 
earning a Master of Arts and Sixth Year de-
gree from UConn. He also led a group of his 
colleagues as the President of Connecticut’s 
Elementary and Middle School Principals’ As-
sociation. 

It is not surprising that when Bill’s time as 
a professional educator came to a close, he 
put his signature passion and hard work into 
making his state and community a better 
place. For a period, he spent several years in 
Connecticut’s General Assembly as legislative 
aide for his son, Senator Mark H. Powers, and 
also as a popular messenger in the senate. 
He even spent some time as an investigator in 
the New London Public Defender’s office and 
was a respected and beloved Justice of the 
Peace. Bill was also an active member of 
American Legion Post 128. 

Bill’s contributions as a U.S. Navy veteran, 
an educator, and civic leader could easily fill 
three lifetimes, but he packed it all into one. I 
admire his desire to make education a lifelong 
experience and his commitment to preserve 
his deep Connecticut roots. He will be dearly 
missed by his state, his community and most 
of all by his loving wife, Jane, and five boys, 
William Jr., Mark, Joseph, Richard, and Thom-
as. I ask my colleagues to join me in mourning 
the loss and celebrating the life of William P. 
Powers. 
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Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute Mr. Robert Van Camp as he retires 
from his 40-year career as a pioneer in edu-
cation, valued mentor and dedicated global cit-
izen. 

Mr. Van Camp is, and always will be, an ed-
ucator in the broadest sense of the word. Bob 
was raised with his brother John on a working 
farm in the iconic village of Romeo, Michigan. 
The 19th century farmhouse, in its rambling 
fields and rural setting, belied their exceptional 
upbringing. The farm was a frequent gathering 
place for progressive minds of the time, in-
cluding the Reuther brothers, and nascent 
causes like the Macomb County Interracial So-
ciety. The family frequently housed exchange 
students from Africa and helped found the first 
integrated Cub Scout den in Macomb County. 
Their mother, Dorothy, was a graduate of Co-
lumbia Teacher College, one of just 13 women 
charter members of the Detroit Federation of 
Teachers and a fierce opponent of book cen-
sorship during her tenure on the Romeo Li-
brary Board of Directors. 

Imbued with the values of equality and fair-
ness, and inspired by his mother’s devotion to 
education, Bob understood he was a citizen 
and student of the world. This understanding 
shaped the path of his life. More significantly, 
it shaped his life’s work and touched thou-
sands of young people who have been in-
spired to look beyond their home towns to 
build bridges to other lands and cultures in 
their own lives. 
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